1. Show pictures of the candidates.  Ask who they are.  Write down responses and discuss.  Explain that these two people are running for President of the United States and people will be voting on Tuesday, November 6th (In about two months).Ask if they know any names of past Presidents.  George Washington, Abraham Lincoln may come up.  1st and 16th president.  These people are all part of our government (which means they are the people that make laws and make sure the laws are followed).
2. Is this an important job?  Why?  Have students write down their answers.  Then have them share and discuss with a partner. Ask for some responses from the class.
3. Have students watch What does the President do video, then again they should write down what the president does on the same piece of paper and share with their partner again.  They should have similar answers the second time.  Ask for some responses for the class.

http://teacher.scholastic.com/commclub/president_activity1/index.htm
4. Read students DUCK FOR PRESIDENT
Discuss key vocabulary as you proceed through the book

1. Vote/Voter (Choice, Person making the choice)

2. Candidate (The person trying to be chosen)

3. Election  (Choosing someone)
4. Voter Registration (Voter must be able to prove they can vote in that area)

5. Election Day (The day when the candidate will be elected)

6. Vote Results/Vote Tally (The number of people that voted for each candidate)

7. Recount (Counting the votes again to see if the winner is still the same)

8. Ballot (The piece of paper the vote is put on by the voter)

9. Campaign (The things  a candidate does to try to be elected)

10. Governor (The head of a single state in the United States)
11. Politics/Politician (The activity of Government/The person making the laws or making sure they are followed))
12. Campaign Trail (The trip a candidate takes during their campaign)
13. Country (The people of one territory-In our case all 50 states) Map can be shown
14. Vice President (The person who is in charge if something happens to the president)
5. Homework? Students then should write at least one paragraph (5 sentences) explaining if they would like to be president or not and why.  (Eventually do a class tally of how many said yes and no and chart responses)
6. Have students do an in-class vote with a ballot.  Who would they have voted for to run the farm at the beginning of Duck for President?

The candidates are Duck, Farmer Brown, (Teachers name).  After votes are tallied and projected on the board. The final tally is discussed (They can do some math here if you would like.  You can have kids graph results, discuss how many more or less votes one candidate had compared to another one You can also break it down farther to see how girls and boys voted etc. and even have them create their own question to go along with the data to give to another group. They  can then answer  questions from another group.) If you are selected as the winner of the election and do not know much about running a farm tell them that and ask if we should elect people that don’t know how to do the job.  They should discuss at tables why it is important to elect someone that can do the job, not just because they like the person.

7. What would make a good president? Students should brainstorm at their table and then create a list.  After the lists are created the class should generate a master list of ideas and students should have debate over which ones should make the list.  They should have good arguments about why their ideas are valid.
8. Vocabulary Word match-  Using index cards students must match the word and the definition for the vocab words from Duck for President.  

9. Electoral Map project- Use animals from Duck for President- What is an electoral vote (video)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bCjWPo70XZY
80 pigs= 8 electoral votes
40 cows= 4 electoral votes

70 sheep= 7 electoral votes

100 mice= 10 electoral votes

60 chickens=6 electoral votes

20 geese= 2 electoral votes

10 bulls= 1 electoral vote

So here is the voting totals

Pigs
Duck-  56 votes

Farmer Brown- 24 votes 

Since Duck got more votes from the Pigs, he gets ALL the electoral college votes!!!!!

So right now Duck has 8 electoral votes and Farmer Brown has 0!  

Is that fair?  Write down if you think this is fair or not.  Explain or thinking.
